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WEEK IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE HOMELESS
TO BEGIN AT UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio -- University of Dayton students will provide a
"vision of hope" to the homeless during the fourth annual Week in
Solidarity with the Homeless (WISH) to be held Feb. 24-29.
A new activity, A.M. Rajendran's Brick House, will raise
funds for the homeless every day of WISH week.

Small bricks will

be sold for $1 during lunch hours in the Kennedy Union lobby, and
attached to each brick will be a piece of paper that gives a
reflective story on homelessness.

Rajendran, an engineer in the

University of Dayton Research Institute, started the project last
year as part of Montgomery County's observance of a "Day of
Caring."
"Hopefully we can sell enough bricks by the end of the week
to build a miniature house," said Sister Nancy Bramlage, S.C.,
coordinator of WISH week and director of justice, peace and
community outreach for UD's campus ministry office.
Alpha Epsilon Delta, the pre-med honor society, will sell
tickets Feb. 19-21 1n the Kennedy Union lobby for "Day of Caring"
pancake breakfasts to be held throughout the city Sunday, Feb.
23.

FACES m1me troupe, a UD service club, will perform at noon
Wednesday, Feb. 26, in the Kennedy Union to publicize the
traditional highlight of the week -- an all-night sleep out where
students sleep outdoors to discover what it is like to be
-more-
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participants slept in the Kennedy Union

plaza, but this year the vigil will be in the Nazareth Courtyard
on campus, near st. Joseph Hall.
"We decided to call it a vigil since we're not pretending or
claiming to be homeless," said Bramlage.

"We just want to be

in solidarity with those who are."
Sleep-out orientation will begin at 11 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
27, followed by a simulation game called "Single Occupancy
Residence."

The activity places students in various roles, such

as a single mother on welfare, a drug user or a person with
mental illness.

students are given a budget for housing and,

through the exercise, come to realize how close many people are
to the brink of homelessness.
"It will help to set the mood so that students will take
this seriously," said Becky Welter, a sophomore who 1.s a member
of the planning committee. "It's a wonderful experience, but
it's not a time to fool around."
A prayer service in Nazareth Courtyard will begin at 12:30
a.m. Friday, Feb. 28, followed by the sleep-out vigil.
Luminaries made from plastic milk cartons will surround the
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Immaculate Conception Chapel, participate in a letter-writing
campaign to legislators, watch a movie that deals with
homelessness or reflect together on the experience. Later
Friday, students who spent the night outdoors can receive a small
breakfast and lunch from a food line in Kennedy Union Plaza.
students will also participate in various service work
projects throughout the week.

For more information, contact

sister Nancy Bramlage at (513) 229-2576.
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